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Discussion Guide: Lakeport Beach – June 2021 

Landlab is planning a new lakeside development called Lakeport Beach in Alnwick/Haldimand. This land has 

already been approved for a 68 home residential development with large estate properties and a privatized 

waterfront. 

Building an exclusive enclave of very expensive estates is not the best use of the land, does not fit with our 

vision and is not the best outcome for the residents of Alnwick/Haldimand. As a result, we are proposing a 

different vision that would combine the area’s small-town charm with sustainable, future-oriented growth 

which will enhance the quality of life for all residents in Northumberland County.  

We want to build a community that brings together traditional building design with village-scale planning 

principles to create a community that’s walkable, offers a mix of housing types and creates an established and 

mature feeling community. 

As you learn about our proposal, we hope that you will look to our other projects, like Hendrick Farm and 

Chelsea Park. You’ll see that we have a proven track record of building successful and tasteful projects.  

To date, we have shared a high-level vision for the project. Before we share a more detailed proposal, we 

wanted to hear from the Alnwick/Haldimand community so that we can collect ideas that can help us ensure 

that we create a proposal that will meet your needs, address your concerns and fit well in your community.  

We have added a community consultation specialist to our team, who will collect community comments and 

recommend improvements to the proposal based on community input. 

The remainder of this document will act as a discussion guide that will provide you with some information about 

the project, address some of the questions we have already received and outline some questions for discussion. 

Thank you for your interest in this proposal. 

You can provide your thoughts at www.lakeportconsultation.ca or by calling 613.907.0130, then press 3 to leave 

a voicemail. The consultation team will also host a virtual roundtable discussion on June 16th at 7 PM. You can 

register for this meeting here: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwucuupqz4jH92mv80cLXgiSxTxnPiQ0Bhh  

  

https://landlab.ca/projects/hendrick-farm/
https://landlab.ca/projects/chelsea-park/
http://www.lakeportconsultation.ca/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwucuupqz4jH92mv80cLXgiSxTxnPiQ0Bhh


2 
 

What is the proposal? 

The Lakeport Beach lands are situated on 200 acres adjacent to Lake Ontario. The proponents envision the 

creation of a community that includes the following elements: 

• A design which respects existing natural features on the site 

• Approximately 700 units of tastefully designed traditional homes 

• Inclusion of a wide range of housing design including single family homes, townhomes, cottages, and 

senior’s housing  

• A community designed for all ages – from new families buying their first home to those looking to retire 

in a lakefront community  

• A mix of housing to accommodate a wide range of household incomes 

• New public amenities such as over 1km of beachfront access, as well as parks and trails 

On the following pages, you will find more information about this proposal, along with: 

• What the project will contribute to the community 

• How we have tailored the project design to Alnwick/Haldimand 

• Some discussion questions designed to ask you for more feedback. 

What do the proponents want?   

Landlab wants to begin moving forward with planning approvals for this project, which include changes to 

Township’s official plan and settlement area mapping to allow for this kind of development and to zoning bylaws 

to allow for more intimate streetscapes, a tight-knit community feel, and a unique development for 

Alnwick/Haldimand. They will do so in consultation with the local community and through an agreement with 

the Township on zoning that would set the principles for the project.  

Zoning establishes the permitted uses for each component a project (e.g. residential, recreational, 

environmental protection), but would not be the end of the planning process. In this case, it would also result in 

a much more efficient use of land and produce a greater range of housing prices and choices than the 68 estate-

lot development that was formerly approved. 

The next step would be to define the project in more detail. These stages – subdivision and site plan – will 

require further community consultations, as well as approval from the Township before construction could 

commence. 

The Lakeport Beach lands are already approved for residential development, but the framework that is in place 

only allows the creation of estate homes on very large lots. Unlike what is planned to happen there now, our 

development would contribute to the creation of housing that would be attainable to a broad mix of household 

incomes as well as provide a range of practical options for seniors. The Lakeport Beach proposal is based on the 

belief that the current proposal, to provide only estate homes for the wealthy, squanders an opportunity to 

provide a much needed range in housing types and price points and represents a waste of natural amenities that 

could otherwise be very valuable to the community of Alnwick/Haldimand. 

The proponents believe that a decision to redesignate the lands for a more appropriate pattern of development 

would not only be in their interests, but also in the interests of the Alnwick/Haldimand community and so they 

are seeking clarity in order to commit to their plans.   
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Proposal Maps (click for full-sized images): 

 

https://landlab.ca/images/lakeport_sitecomponents_map.jpg
https://landlab.ca/images/lakeport_housingtypes_map.jpg
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Infrastructure  

Enabling infrastructure is key to the success of the project and an essential step in advancing this plan. 

Ensuring that the Lakeport Beach project is properly serviced, meaning adequate water and wastewater 

capacity is available, is paramount. 

The Lakeport Beach project will use an independent water and wastewater treatment system. This 

means that existing municipal system capacity in Alnwick/Haldimand and Cramahe will not be affected.  

Landlab has currently engaged the engineering firm, WSP, to conduct feasibility and engineering studies 

to ensure the most efficient, eco-conscious, and appropriate system is built to service the new 

community’s needs today and into the future.  

Key Facts 

• Construction of Lakeport Beach’s wastewater treatment system will be financed by Landlab, 

meaning no impact to current ratepayers 

• A separate system means that neither the existing water/wastewater facilities nor neighbouring 

wells will be affected 

• We are examining water and wastewater systems to support the Lakeport Beach development if 

it is approved. All options being examined would be cost effective and economically sustainable 

for the new residents and will not add new burdens to municipal and utility ratepayers. 

Discussion Questions 

• Do you agree that the project proponents should be responsible for funding the development of 

the wastewater system for Lakeport Beach? 

• What concerns do you have about wastewater infrastructure in Alnwick/Haldimand? 

• Do you have other comments related to the servicing of the site?  
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The Environment, Greenspace, and Recreation 

The proponents know that the residents of Alnwick/Haldimand are proud of the area’s natural beauty 

and stunning views along Lake Ontario.  

They are planning to preserve 40% of the site as green space, made up of forested areas, parks, and 

beachfront. Their vision is that natural areas would shape the development, not the other way around. 

For example, instead of burying a drainage ditch on the site, this feature will be emphasized in a grand 

boulevard park.  

The site’s natural beauty will be shared with all of Alnwick/Haldimand and Northumberland County, 

with full public access to acres of waterfront parks and the 1.2-kilometre-long beach. 

The proponents have already commissioned environmental assessments, hydrological studies, 

archeological studies with Indigenous community participation (Phase 1 and 2), and stormwater studies 

to allow them to understand the specific site context and how to respect the land and its natural beauty. 

Information from these studies will be provided along with the zoning request and will be used to 

inform subsequent stages of planning. 

Quick Facts: 

• 40% of the site will remain greenspace 

• A 1.2-kilometre-long public beach along Lake Ontario will be available for the public to enjoy 

• Pocket parks will be situated throughout the community, ensuring greenspace is accessible to all 

• The majority of the site topography will remain, aligning with Landlab’s “listen to the land” 

philosophy  

• Key environmental studies have been completed or are underway to ensure the site and natural 

environment is understood and respected 

• Landlab is engaged with local First Nations communities in the archeological assessment of the 

site.  

Discussion Questions 

• What natural features of the existing site are important to you? 

• What aspects of the site should be prioritized for preservation? 

• Do you agree that it is important that waterfront be made available to all Alnwick/Haldimand 

residents? 

• Do you have any concerns about accessibility to greenspaces for existing residents? 

• What are your environmental concerns about the site and how can they be addressed?  

• How can the project respect Lake Ontario and its health and ecosystems? 
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Unique Project Design 

The Lakeport Beach project will be designed to recall the best elements of village design of the past – 

narrower streets, intimate neighbourhoods, tastefully designed homes, and a tightknit sense of 

community.  

These design features represent a stark departure from modern subdivision planning and are intended 

to align with the small town charm of Alnwick/Haldimand. The project would be designed as the 

opposite of “urban sprawl” that is seen throughout the Greater Toronto Area.  

Designed by the internationally-renowned planning firm DPZ, the master-planned site would be 

designed to encourage walkability for all ages. The rural town-like architecture also creates a unique 

identity for the community.  The use of quality materials is consistent with the way homes were built in 

historic villages. 

The project would be designed to deliver a mixture of housing types including single family homes, 

townhomes, small cottages, and ground floor 1-storey units for older demographics. This will allow for 

greater affordability than what would be permitted under the current zoning and provide options for 

Alnwick/Haldimand residents who are looking to downsize from their current homes, freeing up other 

housing stock in the community for more young people who want to stay in the community. 

Quick Facts 

• The project is designed by the world-renowned planning firm DPZ 

• Sidewalks, alleyways, footpaths, footbridges, and staircases/ramps knit together the community 

• A traditional architectural style creates the sense of an established community 

• Closely-spaced housing and front porches establish a neighbourly atmosphere  

• Visual examples of the kind of design the proponents envision for the homes is included below 

in Appendix A 

Discussion Questions 

• Do you agree that the architectural design of buildings is an appropriate fit for 

Alnwick/Haldimand? What changes would you suggest? 

• Do you agree that shared amenities like parks helps to create a sense of community? Are there 

other ideas the proponent should explore? 

• Do you have other comments related to the design of the Lakeport Beach project? 

 


